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Please amend the above application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 2, 12, 18, and 22 without prejudice or disclaimer, and amend claims 1, 11, 
19, and 20 as follows: 



(Amended) A method in a first vending machine of a plurality of vending machines for 
locatinglastiearby alternate vending machine having a desired product, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

making available"le<the first vending machine infcrmation from nearby ones of the 
plurality of vending machines forbqordinating product availability and vending machine 



O"^'" location: 



determining, by the first vending machine, th^ the desired product is no longer available 
at the first vending machine; 

obtaining thereafter, by the first vending machine, the infonJtatjon comprising a location 
of the nearby alternate vending machine for the desired product; and 

conveying by the first vending machine said location to a customer in tespo^is^ to a 
selection of the desired product by the customer. 



(Canceled) 



-2- 



Received from < +1 847 523 2350 > at 12/31/02 5:28:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



No. 5894 P. 7/27 



.Dec. 31, 2002 4:28PM MOTOROLA CSS IPD - c 

Serial No. 09/378,586 . ■'-'j:"'''^ Attorney Docket No. PF01800NA 

(Unchanged) The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining step comprises the steps of: 
untaining in the first vending machine a list of candidate alternate vending machines 
located near the first vending machine; and 

communicatmg with at least one of the candidate alternate vending machines to locate the 
desired product, when the first vending machine has no availability of the desired product. 



(Unchanged) The methbd of claim 1, wherein the obtaining step comprises the steps of: 
communicating, by a transceiver having a limited range, with at least one candidate 



' ^ alternate vending machine within range o^e transceiver, when the first vending machine has no 



availability of the desired product. 

5. (Unchanged) The method of claim 4, whercins^e obtaining step further comprises the 
steps of: 

queryitig the at least one candidate alternate vending m^fehine for its location; 

calculating a distance from the first vending machine to the at^east one candidate 
alternate vending machine; and 

defming the at least one candidate alternate vending machine to be the\^earby alternate 
vending machine for the desired product, only when the distance is less than a predbiermined 
distance. 
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6. ^ (Unchanged) The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of vending machines also 
commurac^ate with a server, and wherein the obtaining step comprises the steps of: 

sending^ the first vending machine a first query to the server regarding the desired 
product, in response oKhe first vending machine exhausting all stock-of the desired product;- 

determining by the sei^ a candidate alternate vending machine near the first vending 
machine; 

transmitting by the server a second^^^i^ regarding the desired product to the candidate 
alternate vending machine; 

receiving, by the server, a response from the candid^ alternate vending machine 
indicating that the desired product is available, thereby defining th^andidate alternate vending 
machine as the nearby alternate vending machine for the desired p^oduct^and 

returning by the server to the first vending machine said location of the nb^y alternate 
vending machine. 
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7.\ (Unchanged) The method of claim 6, further comprising in the server the steps of: 
recording, in a transactions list, an entry con^rising identifiers of the first vending 
lonachinekthe nearby alternate vending machine, and the desired product; 

recMving a report firom one of the plurality of vending machines indicating that a product 
is no longer available; 

comparing)to identifier of the one of the plurality of vending machines and the product 
with the transactions liVto determine whether the one of the plurality of vending machines is 
serving as the neaiby altenme vending machine for the product; and 
V fmding for the first venS^ng machine another alternate vending machine for the product, 

r^cT ^hen the one of the plurality of ve)i^ng machines is serving as the nearby alternate vending . 

, ^'N*^ machine for the product. 



8, (Unchanged) The method of claim o^urther comprising in the server the steps of: 

recording, in a transactions list, an entry comprising identifiers of the first vending 
machine and the nearby alternate vending machine, and the desired product; 

receiving a report from one of the plurality of vdi^ng machines indicating that a product 
has become available; 

comparing an identifier of the one of the plurality of veiiicUng machines and the product 
with the transactions list to determine whether the one of the plurality of vending machines is the 
first vending machine and the product is the desired product; and 

clearing the entry in the transactions list, when the one of the plaralHy of vending 
machines is the first vending machine and the product is the desired product. 
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9^ (Unchanged) The method of claim 8, further comprising in the server the steps of: 
letermining whether the one of the plurality of vending machines is nearer than the 
nearby alte^ate vending machine is to the first vending machine, when the one of the plurality of 
vending machines is not the first vending machine and the produce is the desired product; and 

redefining, Ms: the first vending machine, the one of the plurality of vending machines as 
the nearby alternate venoing machine for the desired product, when the server has determined the 
one of the plurality of vendin^smachines is nearer to the first vending machine. 

10- (Unchanged) The method ofxdaim 1, wherein the plurality of vending machines also 



OP 



communicate with a server, and wherein^e method further comprises the steps of: 

communicadng to the server by ones erf the plur^ty of vending machines a product 

availability indicator whenever a product availabiliW changes; and 

maintaining in the server a database of current ppduct availability indicators and 

corresponding vending m^hihe locations, and 

wherein the obtaining step comprises the steps of: 

requesting from the server by the first vending machine said location of the nearby 

alternate vending machine for the desired product, when the customer selects the desired product 

at the first vending machine; and 

sending, thereafter by the server, said location to the first vendin^^machine. 
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(Amended) An apparatus in a first vending machine having an inventory sensor and a 
custoiS&r interface, the apparatus for locating a nearby alternate vending machine having a 
desired proob^, the apparatus comprising: 

a iransceivfeH^for providing communications; and 

a processing sysifem coupled to the transceiver for controlling the transceiver and 
processing the communication^he processing system further coupled to the inventory sensor 
^ ^ and the customer interface, 

wherein the processing system is prdgrammed to: 

cooperate with the inventory sensoht^ determine that the desired product is no 
longer available at the first vending machine; 

cooperate with the transceiver to obtain informatkMi made available to the first 
vending machine firom a plurality of vending machines for coordinating product availability and 
vending machine location, the information comprising a location of the neaii^ alternate vending 
machine for the desired product; and 

cooperate with the customer interface to convey said location to a custohjer in 
response to a selection of the desired product by the customer through the customer interface 



12. (Canceled) 
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(Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processing system is programmed 



to: 



intain a list of candidate alternate vending machines located near the first vending 
machine; and 

control the\mnsceiver to conimunicace with at least one of the candidate alternate 
vending machines to lote;^te the desired product, when the first vending machine has no 
^ availability of the desired p?i^uct. 

^ " ±^ 14. (Unchanged) The apparatuSvQf claim 11, 
\ 0 wherein the transceiver has a linoi^ range, and 

wherein the processing system is programmed to communicate with at least one candidate 

alternate vending machine within range of the tr^ceiver, when the first vending machine has no 

availability of the desired product 

15. (Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the^ocessing system is programmed 

to: 

query the at least one candidate alternate vending machine for its location; 

calculate a distance from the first vending machine to the at least on^candidate altemate 
vending machine; and 

define the at least one candidate altemate vending machine to be the nearby'^temate 
vending machine for the desired produce, only when the distance is less than a predetermined 
distance. 
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iK (Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 1 1, wherein the plurality of vending machines 
commmakate with a server, and wherein the processing system is further programmed to: 

send asfiret query to the server regarding the desired product, in response to the first 
vending machine e>^usting all stock of the desired product; and 

receive from the s^yer said location of the nearby alternate vending machine, 



17. (Unchanged) The apparatu^f claim 16, wherein the processing system is further 

L> 

progranmied to: 

send a report to the server indicating tfi^a product has become available, in response to 
the product being restocked after having been unavailable. 

18. (Canceled) 
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/j^ Jf^. (Amended) A server for deterniining a location of an alternate vending machine near a* 
first vending machine, the alternate vending machine having a desired product that i$ unavailable 
at die first vending machine, the server comprising: 
a processing system; and 

a transceiver coupled to the processing system for communicating with a plurality of 
vending machines, 

wherein the processing system is programmed to: 

cooperate with the transceiver to receive from the first vending machine a first 
query regarding the desired product; 

determine a candidate alternate vending machine near the first vending machine; 
transmit a second query regarding the desired produa to die candidate alternate 
/V^ vending machine; 

receive a response from the candidate alternate vending machine indicating that 
the desired product is available, thereby defining the candidate alternate vending machine as the 
alternate vending machine for the desired product; 

return to the first vending machine said location of the alternate vending machine; 
record, in a transactions list, an entry comprising identifiers of the first vending 
machine, the alternate vending machine, and the desired product; 

receive a report from one of the plurality of vending machines indicating that a 
product is no longer available; 

compare an identifier of the one of the plurality of vending machines and the 
product with the transactions list to determine whether the one of the plurality of vending 
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machines is serving as the alternate vending machine for the product; and 

find for the first vending machine another alternate vending machine for the 
product, when the one of the plurality of vending machines is serving as the alternate vending 
machine for the product. 
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eO. (Amended) A server for determining a location of an alternate vending machine near a 
first vending machine, the alternate vending machine having a desired product that is unavailable 
at the first vending machine, the server comprising: 



a transceiver coupled to the processing system for communicating with a plurality of 
vending machines, 

wherein the processing system is programmed to: 

cooperate with the transceiver to receive from the first vending machine a first 
query regarding the desired product; 

determine a candidate alternate vending machine near the first vending machine; 



transmit a second query regarding the desired product to the candidate altemate 
vending machine; 

receive a response from the candidate altematie vending machine indicating that 
the desired product is available, thereby defining the candidate altemate vending machine as the 
alternate vending machine for the desired product; 

return to the first vending machine said location of the altemate vending machine; 

record, in a transactions list, an entry comprising identifiers of the first vending * 
machine, the altemate vending machine, and the desired product; 

receive,a report from one of the plurality of vending machines indicating that a 
product has become available; 

compare an identifier of the one of the plurality of vending machines and the 
product with the transactions list to determine whether the one of the plurality of vending 



a processing system; and 
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machines is the first vending machine and the product is the desired product; and 

clear the entry in the transactions list, when the one of the plurality of vending 
machines is the first vending machine and the product is the desired product. 



2r. (Unchanged) The server of claimyH, wherein the processing system is further 
programmed to: 

determine whether the one of the plurality of vending machines is nearer than the 
alternate vending machine is to the first vending machine, when the one of the plurality of 
vending machines is not the first vending machine and the product is the desired product; and 

redefine, for the first vending machine, the one of the plurality of vending machines as 
the alternate vending machine for the desired product, when the server has determined the one of 
the plurality of vending machines is nearer to the first vending machine. 

22. (Canceled) 
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